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Jer 23:1-6; Eph 2:13-18; Mk 6:30-34  

 Did you ever have the thought “If you want something done right you’ve got to do it 

yourself”?  I think we all have.  That’s kind of what we are hearing in the first reading.  God is 

frustrated due to the failure of the appointed leaders to lead the people well.  And where humans 

have the idea that when those who are supposed to do it fail we should just push them aside and 

take over - God takes things over it in a different and unique way. 

 In the time of Jeremiah, God looks at the rulers of the people and refers to these leaders 

as “shepherds” since they were supposed to guide the people.  God has laid down expectations 

for them, gave them a rule book, has taught them the way to go - and the leaders have mucked it 

up.  God cries out: Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture, then 

God promises: I myself will gather the remnant of my flock from all the lands to which I have 

driven them and bring them back to their meadow - He says you guys have messed it up, now I 

am going to do it myself.  This is similar to God’s statements elsewhere through the prophet 

Ezekiel.  God says: I myself [notice “MYSELF”] will tend my sheep and give them rest (Ezekiel 

35:15).  It is echoed in our Psalm today: The Lord is My shepherd.  OK, God will be the 

shepherd, however, God says something through Jeremiah that’s strange.   After saying “I guess 

I’ll have to do it myself,” God says: I will appoint shepherds for them who will shepherd them.  

How will God appoint shepherds, yet do it himself - we’ll have to wait till Jesus to find out. 

 The answer lies in the mysterious way in which God has joined Godself to humanity in 

Jesus Christ.  In the reading from Jeremiah, God already indicates that the one who will shepherd 

wisely is coming: Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up a righteous 

shoot to David; as king he shall reign and govern wisely.  It all makes sense when we realize that 

this king who is to come is no ordinary person, this king raised from the house of David IS God 

come down to shepherd the sheep - it is Jesus the descendent of king David.  God fulfills the 

promise to come and do it Godself by coming down to us as Jesus.  But how do we make sense 

of God saying I will appoint shepherds for them who will shepherd them?  If God come as Jesus 

is ruler and THE Shepherd, who are these other shepherds God is talking about?  



 In our Gospel story last week, Jesus sent out the twelve after giving them some of his 

power, and tells them to bring nothing with them on the journey - to show that although they will 

not see Jesus with them on these travels, Jesus will still be there to provide for them.  Today they 

come back and tell Jesus of all that they had done and taught.  But in reality, they were only able 

to do it because of the power Jesus gave them and by the secret assistance he provided for them.  

He was working through them to teach, heal, and guide - it was not their work, or power, or 

smarts that accomplishes it - was Jesus.  These were the first of the shepherds that God appointed 

as promised.  But it will not be up to them and their successors (our Bishops) to do it on their 

own just referring to an instruction manual.    In the Gospel, when the Apostles were too tired to 

continue, Jesus moves in to act: [He saw] the vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, 

for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.  

 Jesus continues to work today through human shepherds in ways that are beyond what 

they are doing.  In the Gospel, Jesus tells the twelve to go to a deserted place to rest.  He then 

takes over the work to allow them to rest - he finished the job.  All of our work is not enough to 

do it - Jesus appoints chief shepherds and allows us all, as members of his Body, to participate in 

Jesus’ shepherding work - but there is always something lacking in what we do.  The other way 

that God personally shepherds is to take what we do and then pick up where we leave off.   

 As imperfect as we are, as often as we slip, we each share in our own way in that 

shepherding mission of Jesus.  The Bishop as appointed shepherd, priest and deacons as the 

Bishop’s assistants who shepherd a portion of the flock in the Bishop’s place, and each baptized 

person helping to shepherd the flock (like parents shepherd their family).   On top of all that, we 

all are called to encourage and support our fellow sheep in following the voice of the one true 

Shepherd.  It is really the voice of that Shepherd, Jesus Christ, that has come down to us through 

those he has appointed and ordained over the years; and it is Jesus who is present to us in a 

personal way in the Eucharist.  We are called not to just be sheep that follow some set of 

expectations, we are also called to be sheep that follow Jesus when he acts as the shepherd too.  

Let us pray for the openness to use that power given to us in our Baptism and Confirmation, and 

to be strengthened by Jesus in the Eucharist.  Then we can participate to the best of our ability in 

God’s great plan to do it Godself through God’s living and shepherding presence in Jesus Christ. 


